
 
 

SWANSEA & DISTRICT BEEKEEPERS’ SOCIETY 
 

Main Committee Meeting on (Tues) 16th, July 2019 
at the New Lodge Social Club, Gorseinon 

 
DRAFT MINUTES  

 
 
1) Present - Ian Algie (IA), Gerti Axtmann (GA),  Martin Davies (MD), Stephen Davies 

(SD),  John Gale (JG), Sue Lawrence (SL), Gill Lyons (GL), Paul Lyons (PL), Nicola 
Oulton (NO),  Jean Salkilld (JS) 
 

2) Apologies for Absence - Mike Grinter (MG), David O’Carroll (DOC), 
 
3) Minutes of last meeting (held on Tuesday, 18th June 2019)  

 
The minutes were accepted as a true record. 
 

 
4) Matters arising from the last meeting 

 
None 
 
 

5) Treasurer’s Report 
 
Our Account balances are :  No: 1 Account   £  12,026.07  

                                               No: 2 Account  -   £    nil 
 

Unexpected good news.  Martin Davies cleared a swarm from under the floorboards 
of the Old Rectory, Llanedi, a family residence, and the owner transferred the sum of 
£250.00 into our bank account. 
I offered to write a letter of thanks but as Martin knows the people he opted to give 
them our grateful thanks in person.  

 
6) Sub-Committee Reports 
 

Apiary 
  
Generally all colonies are doing well at the society Apiary, there are a few queenless 
colonies at the moment but we’re confident that a laying queen will soon be in 
residence in each. A number of colonies have been “adopted” by beginners and the 
mentoring program is progressing well. There are still colonies available.  
For a second year in a row there will be society honey and bees will be cleared from 
supers this weekend, honey to be taken off first thing Monday morning.  
IA has supervised and worked hard on clearing the site for the shed, he’s now 
working just as hard at putting the new base down. JG has kindly donated a roll of 
roofing felt but we may need to buy a little more. Hopefully we’ll soon have a more 
usable storage space with two sheds. 

  
 Bee Tent 
  
 The next bee tent outing is the Gower Show on August 4th, with the Vale show on 

August the 7th.  The last outing this year will be at Pontardawe in September.  MG 
will send out emails to get help at these events. 

 
 



 
 

 Education 
  

NO asked for volunteers to do taster days as she has a lot of other commitments, 
MD advised he should be able to help during the last 2 weeks of August.  SL will 
send out an email to those who attended this year’s classes, to gauge interest in 
attending a honey extraction day.  If there is enough interest NO will arrange an 
extraction day with SD and MG. 
 

 
 Gower Show 
 

GL and MD will send out another joint email to get helpers for the Show. It was 
agreed that evening meals on Friday 2nd and Saturday 3rd for the Judge and his wife 
should be paid for by the Society. JS will arrange the meals as the Judge will be 
staying with her. It was agreed that MD and GL could have £20 a day to get some 
food for helpers over the 3 days of the Gower Show.  Honey will probably be sold at 
the Gower Show for £7.50 lb, £6.50 12oz, £5.50 1/2lb and £4.50 4oz., with cut 
comb being £6.50.  MD will check the prices that honey is being sold at the Royal 
Welsh and advise GL if our prices need to be amended. 
 

7) Events 
 
Next year the Summer Buffet will be held with the Gower Show talk in June.  It was 
agreed to pay Ricky Wilson £30 plus mileage of £50 (£80 total) for his Queen 
Rearing talk on April 14th 2020.   IA will pass on details of people for future possible 
talks to GA. 
 

8) Correspondence  
 

A letter has been received from Margam Park about running a beekeeping course, 
MD will pass the details on to NO.  

    
9) Any Other Business 

 
 
PL suggested having nibbles/a few sandwiches at each society meeting on the 
second Tuesday of the month, the committee rejected this idea. 
SL advised that the society missed out on trialling the new membership system.  
 
SL advised the WBKA are doing a queen rearing course.  She arrange for an email to 
be sent out with the form.  
 
PL asked if anyone is unable to make the committee meeting that they email or text 
all the other committee members so that someone will pick up the message. 
 

 
10) Date of next meeting –  Tuesday, 17th September, 2019 


